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POSITIVE PROOF 

~th 

IVr 

~~ Ser..1",,. 
Sunday/ in ~ ·f r om 

Lu ke. t 'z, ; 

tp-; --- 11 

of LeH-f 

I oreet you this 

I 
the Gospel t according to 

mc•i-nino/on the 

Luke, l' the 22nd Chapter and verses 63- 71./ 

I 
Now an amplified version of our text goes like this: 

\ "I G-brlfe. of L 
Now the men who✓. were 0-0-filrAg Jesus began to mock him;and 

fki-11 7o~t-a-.{:u4 4.f-~ t<,vtJ -tb ot, -L.t,-,~$ $ laf f•'""t itl~ • 
beat him. 1hey also blindfolded Jesus and they kept asking him, 

1ttl ~ 11 ki.l, 
PROPHESY!.1/ Who is it that s~ you? And J):i::i through the night, 

s17/ci,v-1 t-,.a.d '< 1,,a,,.,d .J..•~ 
the men ~t heaping all kinds of insults against Jesus. 

And when the morning came, the assembly of the elders c,f the 

people, both chief priests and scribes, gathered together, and 

they brought Jesus to their council, And they said to Jesus, if 

yc,u are the Messiah, if you are truly the Christ, then tell us. 

And Jesus said tc, the chief priests and 
~~ , 

scribes, If I tel 1 

believe,/and 
""'1.e.-.UV 1 C(.-. -Ut. 

you, you will not if I question you, you will not 

answer. But from now on the Son of Man shal 1 be seated at the 

right hand of the power of God. 
~/ht 4:J :~:: ~!::n, God7~? And a.lJ Are you the Son of And 

Jesus said to them, You say that I am, in other words, that's 

--------
what you say. And the priests and scribes said, What further 

--- '5' testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his c,wn 

lips. 
Prv(:'{ 

The title of our sermon this moi··ni nq :i. S?, POSITIVE Pf!«J{JF 

(repeat>. 

AA<,sc(..h/ 



Q 
1 , .• 

!,Jhen was the last ti me we have been sharing an e>:per ienc:e/ 

ti " tC1.~:t1 -'II.UV\~, 
withe. ·friencyc,r a neighboi- and befcq-e we:• cc:,uld get tc, the end of 

oui- story, the 1 i stenei- demand✓that we provei it, that beyond the 

~ "~:( (!Oi,{elu!S'.' v~ c v:de ... ~ 
shadow of a doubt we are required to e that what we are 

saying is absolutely true. Let us think about those times in our 

lives when we have been challenged to substantiate our claims of 

r·ealityi, by c:::rc:,ssing our· hec:,rtf{~:,1·· by pLttt:i.ng orn- hc:\nds on a 

ste.~ck c,f bible~)r by sweai-ing/•"- by taking an c:,att-/ by p1-c,misinq/ 

cq- by pledgiifthat ot.u- vmrcl is tn . .\J.y our· bond? Yes Chur·c:h, 

regardles::, of whei-e vJe might be in life\fa1- in spitr.~ c,f what we 

might be doin<J,;fhere ~\Jill c:omt.?. c:\ time, time and time agr.d.n, when 
pn,~f 

we leas.t e>ipect it, that sc,mec,nt:." will demand QOSitive ~i:. 

And in our scripture lesson for this morning, the same thing 

is happening tr;. Jesus. Jesus h2l.S bc➔er·, ai-,-este0nd he i f.E- no1,,1 

standing, front and center, before the assembled chief priests 

and scd bes/. nd the powe,-b ,-,, ke,-s of his day ai-e ask ii .Jes,., s to 

prov'.1/to tie/ that he _!.yihe Sc,n of· God. 

And according to our text Jesus tells the priests and the 

them ·b+t-ert 

if he 

thf.:~ Chr:i.~:;.t, that 
i,,0c...-.C.-

._t!)llf"(. 

asked them, if he~ the 

sc::ribes tha-(even :i. ·f he told 

they would not believe ;.,d 

~~1'{~1 , /hey wou l d not be able to answe~ because the signs and 
7~W-l (i f e:l,,..,t~+c. I 

the evidence they wc~re seeking/ would nc,t ..-tfe--:e-he n;;nl , ~.,.,c'f, 
/ 

symbols, 

and yet 

\ 0J.< -S ~v\\l~f'C, \ -e,~qoV' 1,M,•I'( µ....._ _ _ _ f 
Nc,w this stcn-y happened to Je!::-L\S a ~t 2000 yeai-s age,, 

this same kind o ·f p~v~ng game,/2oes on up until this ver· y 
I 

day and time. 
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For instance, from our earliest childhood, well-intentioned 

pai-entsAry to shape and ~ oui- behavior. Yes, discipline.' in 

some form :i. s a necessai-y i ngred :i. e/r/:i. n grc,v.1 i n1_:,:i up_/ but so met :i.mf.❖is 

the pc~si shmeny that we receive fnd the wi thho !ding of parer:tal 

1 ove /4:an leave deep and 1 ast i ng scars on our· r.2svches/ and •~\.n-
/ 

sc,uls. So some of us g1-c,1,J up en~s5.1/searchinef for pi-c,of, ·for· 
,i tr- f ... 

pr·c,of that ~ve are lc,veable, for proof that we are sc,,~y. 

. - . .. cf v.,-,i'019 Cl,(r- $~k/Jol !f te,~$/\. 
Ag a l n ·t c, 1- 1 n St an C e , i' 1- Ctifl i.;4..! r· )' E?-a-r5""-----;1~n~c€'1".L'e;;; .. 11Kfi1'.'lli?""1 -rltll-",, r."'".~ \'"'j .....,y,-,,s""'C,-+,I 1 .... c .... , c .... , !' "'v"lh-€~ l"I 

well-intentioned teachers 
~/ 

channel c,ur curiosity and our 

creativity into 1-eading, writing and a1-ithmetic, 1,-,e know-~: the 

three Rs 
I'll . I f'(~/1.-

e:-~:;erit i al ~. any educat:tcn,<. but sometimeis the 

mistakes, the failures, the put-down comments, the snickering and 

ridic:ule by c,ur- c:lassm,::l.tes fiH'I be a cripplin<J factc:,r-, somuc:h~:;o.,. 

that we can-y this pairfver intc, our adult lives, whe1-e in nov, as 

IJ 
grown women and grown men we use up a lot of our life energy 

trying to prove that we are smarter/ trying to prove that we know 
-/t-yl"'t +o pt-t1ile tJvl,.,, 1-,H ~ 

mc,1-e,Ai-·yi~ to pi-ove 
k,lj4-.Jtl" V)e ~ -

that read /mor·e than .anyone f.tt' we are well 

l)J - 1 -·-_0 1· n ar1,,, · · ' t · ~ , given s1 .-;ua .1c,n. 

And still again for instance, 

and love are e:-:per:i.ences/as a mattei- of· choice;) / 

not chc:'\r·,ce,/the desire• to avc,:i.d being mocki;?d 

t 
so gi-eat that we ~lmb tc, peer pi-essure fi-om every which away. 

Only recently ther-e 

hazing and harassing that 

has been a renewed discussion of the •~tS J L g,-<Jr• 
C{\~ -, 

cc,ntinue~s in college fratE-)r .. n:i.t:i.es ~ 

across the country. The other day I heard a story of a student 

~~l .. ~ / .Jc.J/\.t '-·, 1- t=--- E'. c·•. l.l 0 '1· .. I·.: c: __ .. , c·., ·f· who was locked :i.n the trunk of an automobile~ , ~ = 



' ... IL ,\ .. . 
alcohol ~

0 
The fraternity 

mari enc,ugh to be admitted to their fellowship by drinking the 

entire contents of the three bottles of alcohol. So while thf.0 

the younq 

pledgee , who was locked in the trunk of the ca~ tried to prove his 

manhc,od. So anxious was the student to prove that he was a man 

that he literally drank himself to death. 
·1 

Yes, this. hunger- -For pc,sitive p1-oof 

us, even among those of Lt!::, have achieved 

is rc,c,ted deep wi t hi n 

evei-y outward sign o ·f 

,v1 t,1•/v·I a I 
And, Sistei-s and B-,-o thei- s, it is ess;ent i al that W<?. 

d 

su.ccess,, 

realize that there will always be people around who make it their 

business to exploit us by challenging, by daring, by testinq us, 

wherein they demand that we undergo all kinds of life-

t:G\\.<.•"'J 4d;v;h't-,;- tc,.• 
threateninq, deat h -dealing risks' just so that we~rove that we 

1; .ft.--µ,or-<4.J e.-.. "1 •qe.t:v:l-/e$ ,,vt,~;aH Ut''l 'f°<'/'I ;f yclf 
are) real men or n,;;)al women, -~, p, c.•ve: ti-lat we) rE)c:d ly a11d tf-uly 

v)e vWC{S f p1 11,1 •f bl/ d, , .. ,, 5uc.-~ .,, f;'ue.l,. deqc.J,/,,,-c/,~ /,' .. , 90 ... u p/111/ .. , -1,1.,,,-
lc,ve ~ t~·em1, t.o ~r1,2e lfr,!:\t li\te .::.~1- e qenuinely cc,c,l in a hip -·hop ,'f 

. 01'. 11 l:>C<-' I>\ ;,,,..,. 'fo_ 
v.J<, ""<Aff(Jrl;e:-#' q,1 ,- f't tt.S flAIA1 .r, t-, fl,qf-.,uf! f-,-'I 

world, to prove that we are real Christians by carrying the 

biggest Bible or by wearing the heaviest cross. 

or family members or bosom buddy fri e nds 

narrowly escaped death because we were so busy 
u}~ .. -,., ) .. 

something ~t no external 
!)): {( C.11 ,__ f­

ev i denc:e ~~ prc,vc:1b 1 e. 

Sisters and Brothers, if we don ' t set the record straight 

and put an end to these shortsighted proving games, then our 

Ii ves wi 11 always be nc, i sy gongs and c Jang i ng symbo I s ,( fol I of 
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~j lr y t:b rl t S i.gi:w. f y.....1=ter-ttri-rrg ) In O th€~r 

ourselves busy trying to meet the challengd and tc, pass the 

-e.~J1 .. r o~ 
vWl1 proviJJg test~ ~ ever--y 

~~1v. If I 

Jack and Jill then we keep 
} 

c,ui-se l ves s;o 

tlll~•kc.. 
tJ"CI.S.y that we have neither timE'-.: nor energy to become the women and 

tc, become 

called each of us to be. 

Belc,ved ,/n essr-::1nce ~'llhat I 

sets before us in our 

morning by mornin~ 

and 

Th_refore, since we see how trying to provide evidence and 

to prove our life's positions within the context of other finite 

human beingo/~,iill cause us to s.pend c,ui- days playing hypoc·,-itical 

games;:•f show c:H1d te11/ let us meditate on thr-ee authE?ntic 

testimonies which Jesus taught us, so that we can know in our 

heart of heart3/who we are c:1nd tc, whom we bi~ long, in the nc.-\ffit"? of 

Gc,d, henceforth c.1ncl 



Nc,w, 
pyoor 

the first positive ~ that ,Jesus 

element of faith. If we examine our scripture for the morninq we 

will find that when Jesus was standing before the chief priests 

and scribes, they wanted positive proof that he was the Messiah 

but Jesus responded by giving them a faith answer. 

the assembled powerbrokers demanded that 

Jesus provide them with concrete, col~ hard factual evidence of 

~ \..t 
his title and

1
position. The priests and scribes made Jesus stand 

befoi-e them, fr·e•"A't and c'"1ntliil1- ii\:qcl they wanted 
,;t> 

foi-thrightly/ who he li\ias and what ~ his ministry but 

him to sa-,.-

instead o ·f 

falling intc, the no win, lose-lose proving game, Jesus responded 

by saying, If I tell you /that I 

believe/ and if I qL.leF~ ti On you as to whether or not I am the 
I 

Messiah, you will not answer. In our modern day language, wm 

5i'~i (i'"r- +(> 
might say that Jesus responded ~ .p.a1 la11ce ~ Han:cld M+?J.vin 

i,Vk~ ~ f a. .-.1,. 
and the Bluenotes, if you don't know me by now, then you will 

never, never know me. 

Jesus is making is The pc,i nt 

lame,t~alk and 

deaf~eai-

the dumb to talk. It is 

~""' and the· blind ~see. Now what this means, is that 

Jesus preached and taught throughout Galilee and Judea for three 

Jesus performed all kinds of miracles. He raised Lazarus 

and others from the dead. He fed the five thousand with two fish 

and five loaves of bread. He taught in parables, especially 

teaching us as disciples how to pray. And here we are coming 
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down to the f:i.nal hours before the crucifixion and 

authorities are still asking for proof, askinq fe<r pcsitiv~ 

proof, asking for evidence beyond the shadow of a doubt, that 

Jesus is the Christ, the one who comes from the living God. 

And this same lesson can be carried over to our every day 

life, for it is our faith that lets the world know who we really -
are and to whom we belong. For some of us faith :i.s a leap into 

the unknow·n .. For others of us, faith means that we hav~ 

surrendered our all, we have surrendered all that we are, all 
(,111 l\it, ~l 

that we say and do to Almighty God, who is now the master of our 

fate and the captain of our soul. 

For a few of us, faith can be summed up in the story of the 

yen.mg cc:<uple /"'ho bougt-'.t a spanking:, brand new hc,use. And on 

moving day everything :J(:,J~ along on schedul0 ike clock work. 

That evening as the sun was going down, the young couple decided 

tc, tu;-n c,n the lights/sc:, that they could cc,ntinue unpc.'lc:kinq bc,Nc~s 

and arranging furniture. But to their dismay, the l:i.ghts would 

r,ot cc,me on. The husband and wife checked the fuses in the fuse 

le<c•kt?.d alright. 

around, exalting all possibilities of the power failure inside 

their new home, they decidf.:,d tc, call/the 21-,. heiLll- numb€,~/c:,f thE·! 

electric company and there they realized the problem. 

had never been connected to the power source downtown. 

had turned on the switch so that the electrical juice , could flow 

from the major generator downtown into their new home. 

sisters and brothers, that is what faith is all about. Faith i co: 
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consciously knowing in our heart of hearts that we have made a 

decision to connect with the Creator and Sustainer , the sp i r · it 

filled generator of the whole universe. Yes, faith is knowing 

that 

that 

as Christians we are the liqht 

the lc::tttive ~•f c,f fc:\ith - is 

c,f the wor· 1 d. Jesus tells u s 

that as God-fearing women and 

men, 

set 

as God-fearing youth and adults, we live our lives with so 

much beauty, ~ gc,o~ness and s tru~l/that we become ;just 1 i ke a c i t;y ., 

on a hill / that cannc,t be hid. The pr,~~ive PT""c:rc:,f of faith ask 

os this question; Do people light lamps and put them under 

bu~shels. From a place/ of fait d<-2ep in C•Lll- sc,ul,.,; we answer no, as 

the light of the world we do not hide our lives under a bushel / 
Pvoof-

but instead, the pbsitive ~ of faith puts the light of· our 

lives on a stand and it gives light to all in the house. In 

essence, positive proof of faith can be summed up in this simple 
6"",,l-tn e!v , ~~ I 

mandate, Let your light so shine, that men and women may see your 

Q,"4 
gc,od works and <;Jive glc,1-y tc, c,ur F~i- whc, is in heaven, mc,rninq 

by morning and day by day. 
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P~f 
the secc,nd Pc,si ti ve Pi-~,¢ that Jesus sh.:;u-ed was the1 

element of hope. When we study the passion narratives, wo 

discover that throughout the various crucifixion trials, the 

authorities exert all kinds of pressure. They examine, then they 

cross examine, then they start 
p..-o;(-

t)Y li C 
the examination \ all over again. 

" 
The pc,sitivr-: p-Fe,e:,of'.- c,f hope / that Jesus shares with us is 

found in the Biblical vei-s(wherei n Jesus says Ahat fi-om 

be seated at the right hand /4f the 

now on, 

the Son of man shall 

God. It is here that Jesus expresses the hope that moves us 

/f C . f' . through the Season of Lent rom ·ruc1 1x1on 

P""t>of­
The po~:;itivf.-~ pr1n e,f .o:f hope II et' s - -- /-

L\S know / that the time we 

soon know it no more. To make this point 

is to say that the positive proof of hope let's us 

know, one by one, that the changes we are going through will soon 

Jesus turns the evidence on 

its head. He makes a clear case that the kind of signs and 

wonders that the assembled cc•Ltl-t wanted him tc, demonstrate/v11:n .. e 

" not positive proof. The scriptures say that the people mocked 

Jesus. That they spat in his face. They beat Jesus. They 

cursed him. They even blindfolded him and demanded that he 

\\,A 
prc,phesy as to ~-,he, among them had hit ~- And Jesus in 

his silence /was saying to thef and to us( that is nc,t the proc.t·" 

The chief priests and scribes, the soldiers and the quards 

insensitive to the reality of what was actually 
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taking place in their very presence. They could not comprehend 

the positive proof of hope that Jesus embodied in his livinq. 

The positive proof of hope tells us that we are salt of the 

earth. What this means is that faith enables us to be the liql, t --
of the world and hope empowers us to be the salt of the earth. 

So let us unpack this language so that the meaning is absr.,lutel y 

clear. 

For the people in the biblical world, salt was essential for 

st.1rvi val. It was not just a spice; that was sprinkled on food for 

Salt was a necessity for life. eack in the biblical seasc,ni ng. 

t j_mes, 

wc,uld 

starve 

people had no methods of 

spoil and the1-efo1-e/ in a 
d: d: VI,()+ n ,vt'! 

tc, death}.f the1y ~ 

1-efrige1-ation, unsalted food ff( 
whole +~ IJ)1e"'.J " .. d ~.·k,, tu i 

barren season~ people could 
/ 

the salt they needed for food 

preservation. Salt became a sign of God's presence at the table. 

So when Jesus said, we are the salt of the earth. Jesus was 
t)),~f . 

suggesting something far more significant than those words brinq 

~.t. -..,d<'"'" 
immediately to ~ mind. Jesus was saying that in human life, the 

healing and protecting power comes from within ourselves. We 

don't need magic potions; 
u.£ t O • 

we don't need to play no . win proving 

games of Russian roulette; 
u)l ri e.e-4' .f-o ed<-b•'i~ 

instead the positive prc,c,f of hope ,~ 

t~ we ~ the salt c,f· the eai-th .. 

.Jes,;s as ths C?~t gh~ ce,te blanehe approo~rto 

.::dl thjogs b11ma.n, Fc,r the sc:r:i.ptur-e says ~, we ai-e the salt 

of the earth, but if the salt has lost its taste, how shall it be 

It is no longer good for anything except 
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'-{ { p .. 

out and trodden underfoot by men and 

Here too we must unpack the 
I I 

bv Hc,roen. 
r~.,,f 

pc,sitive prc,c,·F of hope as to 
,. D I~ ~~ , r 

these words mean - If we remember our lessons 

school chemistry class, then we will recall that it is actually 

impossible for salt to lose its flavor. Salt can be dissolved in 

water, the impurities remain, but nevertheless salt will still be 

isal t. The positive proof of hope 1n this texV teaches us that 
I 

the qualities/ and pi-c,perties/ of sal-t:/remain even if the !::le:tlt.: 

-l, 

crystals are entirely dissolved, washed away and carried 0fo \ seven 

seas. In fact, this simple chemistry lesson can be tested out by 

If JC 
.;;mc:dy:;d.ng the ~>Jatei- in the c,cean The ~>Jater·· ·· ·,,t-b..e..ach is ful J. 

o·f salt. And the same salt can be recycled year after year, aqe 

after·· age. 
cit"~ 

Jesus dc,es nc,t say that he hopes that we can be.Vthe 

the earth; Jesus doesn't say that we ought tc, be the 

Mi,4/'- t~ '5d 14 

that we m~ be the salt. ~c,r that ~~"2 - I. P"""E-
of the earth. Instead the positive 

c,ne 
( t 

day become the salt 

Jesus/dii-ectly tc, us/ is that we a re the salt of· the earth arid as 

the salt of the earth God gives us the power to protect thosra who .....--.. 
As the salt of the earth God gives us power to 

purify that which is contaminated. As the salt of the earth, God 

qives us power to heal that which is broken. As the salt of th e 

earth God gives us power to promote peace in a war torn world. 

As the salt of the earth, Gc,d giv<es us hope/ so that we might 

$tq~, .... 
f~c,r 1 i·fe 

by day. 

in all of its dimensions, morning by mornin~ and day 



~1'f-
Noll'J, the third and final Pc,sitive ---P-rerc,·f that Jesus; 

shared was the element of love. Faith is the fir·st pc,sitive 

Hope is the second. P,nd the third and final 
p,-,~e-- . 
pos;1 t 1 vr-~ 

pr·c,£4 is 1 c,ve. Nc,vJ ll'Jha t this rnf-.?21.ns is that 1 ove c:a 11 s us fc,r· th 

.,-mo.\' 4; ( 
from pettiness so that we can expand our horizons of pro-active 

pos,.sibilities. 

am saying here is that every storyteller, whether it 
,, ' 

is 
(l\/ 

Shakespeare telling us about Hamlet, or Toni Morrison writing s 
'ut ~ fr"j I C. 

about Belc,ved o., c,i- Luke talking about ,JesLi,,; on i;r i al , a 11 , I J 
".l 

storytellers look out at the world 

and they see things happening, 

as you and I 

cl i rec t :i. c:, n • They see things happening in order 

look out at :i.t ~ 
5t,•'yJr•"'-

give form and 0 .~ 

to make c':i claim 

about events in general, and about love in particular. 

And what storytellers claim is that all of life has meaning. 

Storytellers maintain that the things that happen to us, happens 

not b' accident like leaves being 
Jt,. U) ' J 

blown off a tree by the wind 

haphazardly. No storytellers argue that there :i.s and that 

there is purpose deep down behind us. There is order and there is 

purpose deep down inside of us. And that all of this order and 

purpose are leading us to the positive proof of our somebodiness. 

The power of the stories in the passion narratives tell us 
J"'-~,.,., 

that 1 i fe adds up sc,mehovJ. The power· of the stories j .... ,:1 the 

season c:,t· 

believing 

ever been 

t:l~ 
Lent ~ 1 qripping 

1\.t.. ~qs-/,(,.. 'ftr,"T 
Chi-·isti.:-1ns tri,i-s;. is the 

Y. 0"" l,<.« 0 ~ 4-1.t. 5fc,y 
told. John 3:16 sums 

and f'ascinating 

greatest lc,ve 
Jhl r(o,..., 

:i1"t up this way, 

J C "f.? .,.. t c·, ·,··· ~1'} . i.., - -~'>. • Y- !I' 

storv that h,::1s 
)qi( :+ ~;~ ll(lt 
God so loved the 
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world, that God gave his only begotten son so that whosoever 

"'' believes him shall not perish, but shall eternal life. 
A ~~ 

Yes, sisters and brc,thers, the positive~ o-f J.ovE! let's 

us testify that the wages of s:tn a1-e deatt(but the gift of Gc,d is 

plrll"f 
eternal life. The positive proof of love enables us to sing out 

to the world that Jesus has taken away the sting of death, and 
I o ., 

~ the <;)rave no lc:,nger holds the victory. Yes, ~\le toe, hasec:I c,n 
d J ~f:u., ;J.,wU- ~ d «.-UM 

the positive pI-c•of c,f love .join the · · t proclaim~, ~; 

the Lord has been our dwelling ace in all generations, before 

the mountains were brought fc· th and even before the earth was 

f'c:,rmed, fi-c,m everlasting t, everlasting, God is c,ui- God, and i~ 

we are God's people, m -ning by morning day by day. 

In 
Pl-Ci"' 

the positive ~f c,·f faith, ~1 ~ 

ar·e the light the wct\- ld. 
P""'r 

I offer you the positive 
,. '4 I 

hope, ~ ai- salt c:,f the earth .. I 

p.i:"-f.H)f o ·f 
[7,-.,c f 

the positive! 

prc:,c,f of 
S' I ,;-tt r J 

c:,ve, fe:~r Gc,d sc:, loved the wc,r 1 d, u.,.i- God SC• lc,ved thr::.> 

whole w · rld that God gave his only begotten son , ~ 1 

uJl1t C tNr (:>el,e,ns ;., h1v>-1 ,-:;IU{ Hol rtr, l1 bu I, 

~vo-- /ct5J/.,,.1 /,ft, 

J- I ti 
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