THE SACRED CENTER

Jasper Young Bear

In my tradition, our story of creation is one that takés’ four dIa>ys t(1 l)(fl.ll.l

Often people think this is a quaint little story, but it’s not. It's a s..\.c ul

truth, and at its center is this most crucial concept: )that you a‘n { Iu
universe, that everything the creator went through, you've gone througi,
too1;/Iost people struggle with this. Most aren’t ready to a,ccept th;nltlnlu )
are the sacred center. But it's an important shift to vs./hats called w 'n ) |.
to-part thinking, where all the dichotomies of the umver.se are casl .|| il '
Where there is no male and female, no black and white, no politics
dw\l;;icn you use whole-to-part thinking, th.e sense of T"H i I‘l:l:; .l
deeper, more expansive. In our sacred ceremonies, ?NC play this mlu 1 '
ing as a baby, when we get an Indian name. In this ceremony, thiy |
us in the center of the universe and have us turn to .fac«.: all <|' :4- NIl
When we get named, we are the light. We are the begltnnm;',. We ais
with time and space. We go forth, and we vibrate Wltl.] oul n.luw
tracting what others have instilled, attracting what is already 1

of us. ’

Right now, people feel trapped by the sy’stems.. l|u-| ( mln i
system. The distribution of land. People dox}t feel .hlu-‘ ( w\l' VIVE 6
They dont get to see a rolling river; they can’t go pick ‘] uneherih ﬁ.
or chokecherries, which all grow wild here where | live, o po b
Lake Sakakawea. There’s nowhere they’re told how natuie il

i ran be in harmony.
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But we can create a new world—we must create a new world. All it
takes is a mustard seed of faith. We must believe that we are not sepa
rate, we are not John or Amy or Ken. I am not Jasper Young Bear. | am
the creator, and believing that I am the creator is the only way I can do
this work. It’s the only way I have the strength to say, “How dare you
hurt the earth? How dare you hurt my people? How dare you hurt cach
other?”

If there is any time that God is listening, if there is any time to pray,
it’s now.

THIS IS YOUR PROMPT:

Imagine you are the center of the universe. Imagine that you are the
creator. Imagine that your power and your prayers have no limit. Imag,
ine all things moving and in motion and all things static and sitting are
affected by your prayer. What would you change? What is your prayer?



